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Dear Friends,

For 99 years now, our friends and family gather on a cold December night in Brooklyn for a 
magical event, the Yuletide Ball. The Yuletide Ball raises critical support for the Brooklyn 
Kindergarten Society.

Brooklyn Kindergarten Society provides high quality early education activities and experiences 
to toddlers and young children; and promotes family stability through a comprehensive set of 
social service supports and referrals.

Since 1920, the Yuletide Ball has been a symbol of the spirit of charity, combining good cheer 
and doing good. Annually, hundreds come together to break the cycle of poverty where it does 
the most harm—in early childhood. Thank you for standing with us and supporting a vision for 
a better Brooklyn for the most vulnerable children and families.

This year’s Ball will continue its glorious tradition of pre-ball dinners hosted throughout the 
borough. This year marks the first, ‘Honorees Dinner’ which will celebrate Richard Buery, Jr. 
and his work to establish New York’s Universal Pre-K program. The myriad of dinners culminate 
in the joyous Yuletide Ball held at the Heights Casino. 

We would like to thank all of our dinner hosts, as well as their families, for their hospitality and 
generosity. We also wish to thank our co-chairs, Julia Neff and Rachel Apthorpe, whose passion 
and hard work contributed so much to this year’s success. Thank you to our Steward level 
sponsors, Kathy & Henry Elsesser, and Engel & Völkers for their generous underwriting 
support as well as our other sponsors and donors. 

This year, Brooklyn Kindergarten Society is excited to introduce our Honor Roll, a program 
designed to help provide ongoing and stable support to the children and families we serve. 
Honor Roll donors make an annual commitment of $2,500 paid over 12 months, we hope you 
will consider joining our honor roll this year. 

Save the date, December 12, 2020 on your calendar for our 100th Yuletide Ball, where we will 
celebrate a century of giving to the Brooklyn Kindergarten Society. 

So please, enjoy the night, and thank you for making this holiday tradition an important part 
of our ability to serve vulnerable children and families throughout Brooklyn. 

Happy Holidays,

Benita Miller, Esq.
Executive Director
Brooklyn Kindergarten Society

Harry Shulman
President
Board of Directors
Brooklyn Kindergarten Society



brooklyn kindergarten society

Special Thanks
2019 Yuletide Co-Chairs - Julia Neff and Rachel Apthorpe

Sabrina Rodriquez for spearheading the decorating committee

Congratulations to the 2019 Advocate for Children Honoree 
Richard Buery, Jr.

Thank You
The Brooklyn Kindergarten Society Board wishes to thank the Yuletide Ball 

Committee and Dinner Party Hosts for making the 99th Yuletide Ball a great success!

Special Recognition to our Preferred Partners
Waterfront Wines & Spirits, Cobblestone Catering & Fine Foods, 

La Catrina Flower Studio,  Rent the Runway, Top Shelf Staffing, 

Salon Dumbo, NVM Management

Board of Directors

Benita R. Miller, Esq.
executive director

Maud Andrew
Christine Benson

Anthony Cattarina
Mary Crowley
Davida David
Kiawna Davis

Paula Dunbar
William Fulbrecht

Judy Keefer
Hope Lesane

Drew McGhee
Marjorie Nassirou

Claudia Schrader
Jeanne Silkworth

Mary Stanton
Laura Trevelyan

Rebecca Yaggy
William Yates

Amerika Williamson
vice chair

Harry Shulman
chair

Michelle DeFossett
treasurer

Matthew Cosentino
secretary



THANK YOU TO OUR LEAD UNDERWRITING SPONSORS OF 
THE 99TH YULETIDE BALL

thank you

Steward
Kathy and Henry Elsesser

Sustainer
Rachel and Andrew Apthorpe

Hayden Dunbar Fine Art
Julia and Braden Neff

Supporter
Kristin and Peter Becker

Silvia Campo and David Hermer
Elizabeth Ruggie & Hendel Ruggie Donigan Team at Compass 

Mary Haskins and Harry Shulman
Kerry and Jeffrey Strong
Lu-Shawn M. Thompson 

Colleen and Graves Tompkins
Barbara Wilding and Jillian Woods of Team Wilding Woods at Compass

BKS Honor Roll
Amerika and Bradd Williamson

Benita R. Miller and Henry W. Blaylock

Premium Journal Advertisers
 Marissa Alperin Studio

 CWB Architects
Driscoll Foods
G & W Foods

Fearins & Welch Interior Design
Fiduciary Trust Company International

NY Enrichment Group

List as of 12.3.19
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Happy Holidays to all of our friends at the 
Brooklyn Kindergarten Society! 







We’re proud  
to call  
Brooklyn home.

Barbara Wilding & Jillian Woods 

Team Wilding Woods 

WildingWoods@compass.com 

646.809.1086
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A historic  
borough

A modern  
real estate firm

A local  
expert team 



Warmest and Best Wishes From

Dino J. Veronese

Honorary Board Member
the brooklyn kindergarten society



Warm wishes from 
Elizabeth Ruggie & the 
Hendel Ruggie Donigan Team 
at Compass.

Your neighbors and real estate brokers - 
we’ve sold properties on every street in 
Brooklyn Heights.

The Hendel Ruggie Donigan Team
hendelruggiedonigan@compass.com
917.434.4668
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


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



Julia Neff
co-chair

Marissa Alperin and John Lowe 
Elizabeth and Tyler Alten

Rachel and Andrew Apthorpe
Julie and Kyle Ashley

Kristin and Peter Becker
Christine and Donald Benson

Sarah and Tim Biggins
Crystal Bobb-Semple

Clare and Jim Bradshaw
Jessica and Donald Brennan

Sarah Burleson and Benjamin Branham 
Silvia Campo and David Hermer

Bertina Ceccarelli and Brendan Coburn
Tessa and Eric Childs

Helen Copeland
Mimi and Andrew Crawford

Elizabeth and Nestor Dominquez
Paula and Hayden Dunbar

Alexa Eccles
Kathy and Henry Elsesser

Molly and Josh Epstein
Madeleine Fawcett and Adam Atenasio 

Becky and Tom Fruin
Shirley Cho Fulmer and Ryan Fulmer 

Valeria Gamiz
Kara Gustafson and Neil DeSilva 

Carter and Bryan Hamontree 
Jennifer Pastore Hannah

Mary Haskins and Harry Shulman 
Micha Hendel 

Hilary and Edwin Jager
Meagan and Joshua James

Elena John
Judy Keefer

Sabrina and Jonathan Keehner
Jennifer and Eric Komitee
Carrie and Michael Lamb

Rachel Apthorpe
co-chair

Noah Levy
Alison and Joshua Lindland
Valerie and Joseph Louzonis
Carey and Joshua Macaleer 

Deitra Mara and Anthony Cattarina
Marisa Marinelli and Brad Mulder
Roisin McElroy and Eric Wunsch

Kelly and Will Milam
Andrea Turner Moffitt and Steven Moffitt 

Julia and Braden Neff
Michael Nugent

Maartje Oldenburg and Rustom Khandalavala 
Louise and Lee Olive

Mia Parker 
Julia Phelps

Dante Pilkington
Dana Rathkopf and Daniel Hunter

Shwetha and Tim Ringel 
Sabrina Rodriguez and Stefan Pepe 

Elizabeth Ruggie
Margaret and David Sarratt

Vicky and Jay Schippers 
Cristina Soto and Scott Sergeant
Jaime St. Peter and Joshua Pater

Kerry and Jeffrey Strong
Alexa Suskin

Lu-Shawn M. Thompson
Katherine and Eric Todrys 

Colleen and Graves Tompkins
Anna and Justin Toumey  

Laura Trevelyan and James Goldston 
Jodi Utz 

Lindsay and Mark Van Zandt 
Emily and Adam Weinberger

Barbara and Timothy Wilding 
Amerika and Bradd Williamson 

Jillian and Jordan Woods

List as of 12.3.19

dinner party hosts and committee



As we let our own light shine, we unconsciously
give other people permission to do the same.

Richard Buery, Jr.

-Nelson Mandela

Brooklyn Kindergarten Society Congratulates

2019 Advocate for Children Honoree
Richard is the Chief of Policy & Public Affairs at KIPP, leading its public
policy, advocacy, marketing, alumni affairs, and communications
efforts. He served as Deputy Mayor to New York City Mayor Bill de
Blasio, where he led key initiatives including Pre-K for All.

While in college, Richard founded the Mission Hill Summer Program in a Roxbury, Massachusetts
housing development, and went on to teach fifth grade at an orphanage in Bindura, Zimbabwe.
After a brief stint as a civil rights lawyer, Richard co-founded iMentor, a national college access
program which empowers low-income first-generation high school students to graduate college,
and Groundwork, supporting the educational aspirations of Brooklyn public housing residents.
While the CEO of the Children’s Aid Society, he founded the Children’s Aid College Prep Charter
School in the South Bronx.

A 2016 Pahara-Aspen Institute Education Fellow, and a 2012 Fellow of the British American
Project, he was named one of Ebony Magazine’s “30 Leaders of the Future under 30,” and Crain’s
“40 Leaders of the Future under 40,” and received the Extraordinary Black Man Award for
Humanitarianism from the United Negro College Fund. A graduate of Yale Law School and
Harvard College, Richard lives in Manhattan with his wife Deborah, a law professor, and his two
sons.





155 Dupont Street, Plainview, NY 11803 
Telephone: 516-931-4455

Fax: 516-931-5500
www.kandelandson.com



thank you

WE’D LIKE TO THANK THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS FOR 
THEIR GENEROUS SUPPORT OF THE 99TH YULETIDE BALL

Angel Supporters 
Bertina Ceccarelli and Brendan Coburn 

Mimi and Andrew Crawford 
Judith Keefer 

Jennifer and Eric Komitee
Noah Levy

Deitra Mara and Anthony Cattarina
Michael Nugent

Julia Phelps
Amerika and Bradd Williamson

Benefactor Supporters
Jacqueline and Joseph Aguanno

Pamela Brown and George Canellos
Katie and Brandon Conovitz

Richard Davis
Cynthia Godsoe and Kevin Cullen

Natalie and Peter Jaros
Martine and Edward Joyce

Pamela Kiernan
Vanessa and John McGuire

Melisa and Christopher Melling
Andrea Turner Moffitt and Steven Moffitt

Margaret and Bonnie Nuzum 
St. John Walshe

Donna and Robert Whiteford 

List as of 12.3.19



Brian Reinhardt
Accolade Cleaning

Accolade Cleaning gladly supports 
The Brooklyn Kindergarten Society 

and the 99th Yuletide Ball!





 G&W Food Products is 
a proud supporter of 

The Brooklyn Kindergarten Society!



Happy Holidays to everyone at the Brooklyn Kindergarten Society + participating in the 
Yuletide Ball 2019! We are grateful to be part of this wonderful event again!  

Cheers to a DELICIOUS 2020! Happy Holidays to everyone at  
The Brooklyn Kindergarten Society and those 

participating in the 99th Yuletide Ball! 
We are grateful to be a part of this wonderful event. 

Cheers to a DELICIOUS 2020!



Thanks Christine Benson for all of 
your impactful work on behalf of 

The Brooklyn Kindergarten Society!

Kerry and Jeffrey Strong

NVL Computers
37 W 39th St. Suite 504, New York, New York

646.912.9363
info@nvlcomputers.com

nvlcomputers.com



Ben Grossman, Craig Samuel

and the B+C Restaurant Group

team are proud to support

the great work done by

The Brooklyn Kindergarten Society.

Congratulations on your

99th Yuletide Ball!



Office Solutions Inc
131 Eileen Way, Syosset, NY 11791

800.364.6482
4officesolutions.com

ZMOS Networks
37 West 39th Street, Suite 504, New York, NY 10018

646.626.6288
zmosnetworks.com



© 2019 Fiduciary Trust Company International and subsidiaries (doing business as Fiduciary Trust International) are part of the 
Franklin Templeton family of companies. All rights reserved.

We are proud to sponsor the Brooklyn Kindergarten 
Society and its dedication to partnering and  
working with parents, families and communities to 
raise strong, healthy and curious children.

More than 85 Years of  
Truly Personalized Wealth Management.
fiduciarytrust.com

For more information, please contact:

David S. Bigelow, Managing Director 
(212) 632-3131 or david.bigelow@ftci.com
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NUTRITION COUNSELING
AND NURSING

Nutrition Consulting
Nurse Consulting

NUTRITION EDUCATION
WORKSHOPS

Jr. & Master Chef
Obesity Prevention Program (for families)
Culinary Classes and Cooking (for families)
Lactation Program (for families)

HEALTH AND WELLNESS
PROGRAMMING

Yoga
Martial Arts
Tai Chi
Physical
Activity &
Movement
Zumba
Kickboxing

Pilates
Dance &
Movement
Salsa
Dance
Indoor & Outdoor
Gardening
Autism Movement

ARTS AND CRAFTS
PROGRAMMING

Jewelry Making/Beading
Painting
Art/Drawing & Illustration

EDUCATION

STEAM
Chess
English as a Second Language ESL
(for families)

THERAPY
Art Therapy
Music Therapy
Autism Therapy and ABA Therapy
Speech Therapy
Mental Health Consulting

NY Enrichment Group's Mission is enhancing communities. NYEG is the leading
National, Health, Wellness and Educational Group in NYC for all Non-Profit Social

Service Agencies and Early Childhood Programs. Our focus is improving health and
quality of life through integration of all the programs and services we offer.

info@foodservicesgroup.com
www.foodservicesgroup.com

NY ENRICHMENT GROUP
Programs for Early Childhood



Help us meet the challenge!
Please be a link in our chain
and Text-to-Give tonight!

matchedYour gift will be
dollar-for-dollar up to $5,000.

Every dollar will be matched up to $5,000.
Follow the link and make your donation now!
TEXT “BKS” to “24365”



Dr. Erin Dockery and Dr. Hedda Burnett 
and Heights & Hill Veterinary Hospital 

proudly support the Brooklyn Kindergarten Society

Join the inaugural class of the

BKS Honor Roll!
This year, Brooklyn Kindergarten Society is excited to
introduce our Honor Roll, a special program
designed to help provide ongoing and stable support to
the children and families we serve.

Honor Roll membersmake an annual commitment
of $2,500 paid over 12 months. The Honor Roll
provides support for early education enrichment
activities and enhanced professional development for
our teaching staff.

HonorRollmemberswill receive aYearlyReportCard,
a thank you letter from one of the students you are
helping, and a class photo for each year that you are a
member. Members will also receive recognition at
BKS events, online, and in our newsletters.

Please join the
inaugural class of our
BKS Honor Roll today.

To join the Honor Roll,
visit bksny.org or email,
development@bksny.org



©2019 Lakeshore 1601519

Exclusive items you won’t  
find anywhere else!

To learn more, contact  

Matthew Hedegaard, Regional Manager
(917) 716-5792

mhedegaard@lakeshorelearning.com



Thank you Benita!

Congratulations to BKS on your 99th
Yuletide Ball and to your 2019 Advocate
for Children Honoree, Richard Buery, Jr.

Your leadership and commitment
to improving the lives of children
throughout Brooklyn inspires me!

Your friend, Lu-Shawn M. Thompson
With gratitude,







USI commends BKS and its contributions 
to our community. Achieving great things 
takes courage, vision and tremendous 
effort. For decades USI has provided 
insurance solutions and services to protect 
businesses, employees and families.
 
Together we can make a difference.

Property & Casualty | Employee Benefits | Personal Risk 
Programs | Retirement Consulting

©2019 USI Insurance Services. All rights reserved.  

Passion. Leadership. Community.

USI Insurance Services 
333 Westchester Ave 

White Plains, NY 10604 
914.459.6200 | www.usi.com

Proud to Support Brooklyn Kindergarten Society



 

When you support the Yuletide Ball with a ticket 
or gift, your generosity provides high-quality early 
education to children from low-income families. 
 
For 128 years, the Brooklyn Kindergarten Society 
has worked to ensure children receive quality 
education in a nurturing environment that 
cultivates the skills to succeed in kindergarten and 
beyond. 
 
We serve more than 430 children and more than 
350 families at seven BKS early childhood learning 
centers. Children receive full-day classes and 
enrichment programs. Families have access to 
counseling, classes, and referrals that continue 
support beyond the classroom. 
 
Your generosity works to stop the cycle of poverty 
where it does the most damage—in early 
childhood. To learn more or to make a gift, visit 
bksny.org. Thank you! 
 

BKS Educational Center Locations: 

Bedford Stuyvesant: 
• Brevoort Children’s Center 
• Sumner Children’s Center 
• Tompkins Children’s Center 
 
Brownsville: 
• Nat Azarow Children’s Center  
• Howard Children’s Center 
 
Crown Heights: 
• Edward L. Cleaveland Children’s Center 
• Weeksville Gardens Children’s Center 

BKS Would like to thank its 
Enrichment Program Partners: 
• Brooklyn Seeds 
• King County Tennis League 
• Noel Pointer Foundation 
• Palantes! Movement and Music 

Of families whose 
children attend BKS 
are working families… 
…yet most have an 
annual income of less 
than $19,500. 

Of the children entering BKS 
educational programs test “AT 
RISK” for developmental delays… 

Of BKS kindergarten-
bound students met or 
exceeded age-
appropriate educational 
and social expectations. 

25 Chapel Street, Suite 900  -  Brooklyn, NY 11201  -  718.623.9803  -  bksny.org 

For more information or to visit one 
of our Educational Centers, please 
contact: development@bksny.org  
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H AY D E N  D U N B A R

K E N N E T H  N O L A N D
H E L E N  F R A N K E N T H A L E R
M O R R I S  L O U I S
J A M E S  R O S E N Q U I S T
F R A N K  S T E L L A
J O E L  S H A P I R O
A N DY  WA R H O L
E L A I N E  S T U RT E VA N T
J U L E S  O L I T S K I
R O B E RT  R A U S C H E N B E R G
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