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LIFE HAPPENS IN STEPS.

MARKETING & SALES

Wherever’s Next, 
We’ll Get You There. 

List Your Place.  
Find a New One.

BRENNAN is a proud supporter 
of the Brooklyn Kindergarten 
Society and its commitment to 
the youngest and most important 
members of our community.

BRENNAN REAL ESTATE, LLC  |  718.858.8238  |  INFO@BRENNANRE.COM

B R E N N A N



Marissa Alperin and John Lowe
Rachel and Andrew Apthorpe

Denise Arbesu and Peter Meyer
Virginia Ashe and Ian Ross

Julie and Kyle Ashley
Jenny Hourihan Bailin  

and John Bailin
Kristin and Peter Becker

Alyson and Jim Beha
Christine and Donald Benson

Sarah and Tim Biggins
Jennie and Jake Blair

Cara and Bryan Bowers
Clare and Jim Bradshaw

Susie and Kevin Brandmeyer
Jessica and Donald Brennan

Ashley Stropes Brown  
and Rory Brown

Tracy Brown and Joe Kusnick
Neely and Todd Cather

Bronwyn Charlton
Joanna and Kevin Costantino

Christina Crespo-O’Brien
Desiree and Cory Davis
Kara Gustafson DeSilva  

and Neil DeSilva
Nicole and Andrew Dresher
Paula and Hayden Dunbar

Alexa Eccles
Kathy and Henry Elsesser

Megan and Tucker Fort

Chelseah Free
Becky and Tom Fruin

Sabrina Gleizer  
and Jonathan Keehner

Christy and Robert Haile
Carter and Bryan Hamontree

Mary Haskins and Harry Shulman
Megan and Jeremy Healey
Olida LeTourneau Hinkle  

and Ramsey Hinkle
Brenda and Jonathan Insull

Hilary and Edwin Jager
Natalie and Peter Jaros
Liza and Shaw Joseph

Melinda and Matthew Karp
Pam Kiernan

Carrie and Michael Lamb
Sarah and Michael London

Valerie and Joseph Louzonis
Annie MacRae and Winthrop Ruml

Hannah Madoff and Andrew Seiden
Sophie and Michael Mager

Marisa Marinelli and Brad Mulder
Lindsay and Emmett McCann

Roisin McElroy and Eric Wunsch
Kelly and Will Milam

Marjorie Nassirou
Julia and Braden Neff

Amanda Oakley
Maartje Oldenburg  

and Rustom Khandalavala

Louise and Lee Olive
Karla Olivier and Carter Reeves

Mia and Stephen Parker
Ashley and Henry Phyfe

Dana Rathkopf and Daniel Hunter
Yvonne Riley-Tepie

Julie Ross
Amy and Gregory Rowland

Jessica Sailer
Jennifer Sinclair Schiff  

and David Schiff
Vicky and Jay Shippers

Jeanne Silkworth and Tony Smith
Cristina Soto and Scott Sargeant

Tara Sparks
Chrissy and Andy Springer

Alexa and Marc Suskin
Jordan Tamagni  

and Michael Schlein
Katherine and Eric Todrys

Colleen and Graves Tompkins
Meredith Townsend  
and Charlie Homet

Andrea Turner Moffitt  
and Steven Moffitt

Laura Trevelyan and James Goldston
Tracy Udell

Frances and Deacon Webster
Barbara and Timothy Wilding

Amerika and Bradd Williamson
Amelia and James Wilson

Anne Clarke Wolff and Ted Wolff

Lindsay McCann
CO-CHAIR

Paula Dunbar
CO-CHAIR

YULETIDE COMMITTEE AND DINNER PARTY HOSTS

2017
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Proud to support the
Brooklyn Kindergarten Society

and the 2017 Yuletide Ball



Techworks Consullng, Inc. 
is proud to support the

 Brooklyn Kindergarten Society 
and the 2017 Yuleede Ball. 

We look forward to further 
ffacilitaang your growth and 
success in the coming year. 



Marissa Alperin Studio is proud 
to support BKS and the 2015 
Yuletide Ball

marissa alperin



For more than 125 years, Brooklyn Kindergarten Society has worked to ensure children from 
low-income families receive a quality education in a nurturing environment that cultivates  
the skills they need to succeed in kindergarten and beyond. Thank you for making this 
life-changing work possible.  

Two-thirds of children enter BKS showing signs of developmental and language delays,  
but more than 90% complete BKS on par with or better than their peers across socioeconomic 
groups.

The BKS program is strategically designed to provide academic and social enrichment rooted 
in the best practices of high-quality preschools. Professional teachers, age-appropriate  
curricula, and strong parental involvement are all essential components for lasting change  
that will continue into adulthood.

Although BKS receives government funding, that funding falls short of meeting the needs for 
high-quality early education. Private support provides BKS children and families with excellent 
teachers, research-based curricula, family service programs, and enriching experiences.

Proceeds from the Yuletide Ball raise critical funds that are transformative for Brooklyn’s most 
vulnerable children and families in the struggling communities of Bedford-Stuyvesant,  
Brownsville, and North Crown Heights.

We hope that we can count on your continuing support to ensure that ever more children 
are given the head start they need to succeed in life. Thank you for your generosity.

BROOKLYN KINDERGARTEN SOCIETY

C E N T E R  P R O G R A M  D I R E C T O R S

Delores Mims
EDWARDS L. CLEAVELAND 

CHILDREN’S CENTER 

Huguette Lareche
BREVOORT CHILDREN’S CENTER 

Judith Brown-Fears
WEEKSVILLE GARDENS  
COMMUNITY CENTER

Patricia Atkins 
TOMPKINS CHILDREN’S CENTER  

Elena Jaffe 
NAT AZAROW CHILDREN’S CENTER   

E X E C U T I V E  S TA F F

Kishor Belani
DIRECTOR OF FINANCE

Aprille Russell
DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT

Anusha Subramanyam
DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION  

AND RESEARCH

James Matison 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Marcia Forbes
DEPUTY DIRECTOR

Angalie Dasai
SUMNER CHILDREN’S CENTER 



Your Brooklyn 
Team of Choice

Licensed Associate Real Estate Brokers/Salesperson
amw@compass.com
646.596.0834 90
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Photos: Alan Barnett

SCENES FROM  
THE 2016  

YULETIDE BALL



Thank you to the following families for generously donating to  
our Families Helping Families Fund.  This fund provides an opportunity 
to directly support programs in our centers such as weekly ESL classes, 

early drop off and after school care and healthy eating instruction.

Desi and Cory Davis

Brenda and Jonathan Insull

Lindsay and Emmett McCann

Michele Mirman

Kerry and Jeffrey Strong

Amerika and Bradd Williamson

Families Helping Families Fund



THANK YOU

AS OF DECEMBER 4, 2017

We’d like to thank the following individuals 
for their generous support

Jacqueline and Joseph Aguanno
Kristin and Peter Becker
Cara and Bryan Bowers

Bertina Cecccarelli and Brendan Coburn
Harriet and Alan Dresher

Alexa and Brendan Eccles
Michelle and Christopher Ewan

Becky and Tom Fruin
M. Salome Galib and Duane McLaughlin

Lindsay and David Giancola
Abby Hamlin and Robert Kandel

Risa Heller and Ryan Toohey

Rachel Hines and Michael Cembalest
Melinda and Matthew Karp

Jessie Kelly
Jennifer and Eric Komitee

Gloria Lanza-Bajo and Ted Bajo
Susan and Richard Lobel

Katherine and Henry Mannix
Hannah Madoff and Andrew Seiden

Nancy Schuh
Mary Stanton

Kathy and William Weigel
Maureen and Tom Wipf

Richard Yancey

Marissa Alperin and John Lowe
Elyce and Andrew Arons

Sheila and Hewson Baltzell
Jessica and Donald Brennan

Dorothy and Peter Brooke
Ginny and Mac Dorris

Paula and Hayden Dunbar
Kathy and Henry Elsesser

Elizabeth Anne Fontaine and Robert Buckholz
Emily Kingsbury

Helena Lee and Richard Klapper
Sarah and Michael London
Sandy and Greg Maltzman
Michele and Ken Newman

Jo-Anne and Brian Obergfell
Janet and David Offensend

Leslie and David Puth
Chris and Kenneth Rush, Jr.
Anne and Joseph Taranto
Amelia and James Wilson

YULETIDE CONTRIBUTIONS AND SPONSORSHIP SUPPORT

Melissa Roper Barnett
Alice Beal and William Kuntz

Ashley and Rory Brown
Ivy Crewdson

Mary Haskins and Harry Shulman

Natalie and Peter Jaros
Judy Keefer

Michael Nugent
Chrissy and Andy Springer

Colleen and Graves Tompkins

ANGEL TICKETS

BENEFACTOR TICKETS



wishes to congratulate

Brooklyn Kindergarten Society 

Thank you for your tireless efforts, unwavering commitment and 
tremendous devotion towards making an important difference in the 

lives of so many children in Brooklyn.

We proudly represent 
victims injured by Defective Drugs and Medical Devices, 
individuals and businesses harmed or wronged by others, 

and victims of Medical Malpractice & Negligence. 

212.566.7500 
www.DouglasAndLondon.com 

59 Maiden Lane, 6th Floor 
New York, NY 10038 



SUGAR IN THE RAW  
IS A PROUD SUPPORTER  

OF THE  
BROOKLYN KINDERGARTEN SOCIETY



THANK YOU

LEAD UNDERWRITING SPONSORS 

GOLD SPONSOR

SILVER SPONSORS

PREMIUM ADVERTISERS JOURNAL ADS

Hayden Dunbar Fine Art

Compass – Amin Wasserman Murphy Team
Douglas & London

Stribling – Ria Browne
Sugar in the Raw

Event Photography Underwriter James and Amelia Wilson
Florist  dig

Preferred Rate Champagne Heights Chateau
Printing Park Slope Copy

Marissa Alperin Studio
Techworks

Basis
Flos Gardens

dig
Blanc & Rouge

Tango

Douglas Elliman –  
Marty Ellman

Brooklyn Women’s 
Exchange

Streamline Pilates



LANDSCAPING

INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE

 WINDOW-BOXES 

SPECIAL EVENTS

FLOSGARDENS.COM 

FLOSGARDENS IS HAPPY TO SUPPORT 
THE BROOKLYN KINDERGARTEN SOCIETY



The holiday season is steeped in longstanding traditions: singing carols, sitting around a crackling 
fireplace, and crafting gingerbread houses. In Brooklyn, we have spent more than 95 years creating 
our own exciting holiday tradition… the glamorous annual Yuletide Ball in support of Brooklyn  
Kindergarten Society.

Since the first-ever Yuletide Ball in 1920, the event has been a symbol of the spirit of the holidays, 
combining good cheer and doing good. Year after year, nearly 1,000 generous individuals come 
together to break the cycle of poverty where it does the most harm—in early childhood. Thank you 
for standing with us and supporting a vision for a better Brooklyn, a holiday tradition that is near  
and dear, indeed.

The annual Ball has evolved over the years, just as our beloved borough has. Brooklyn seems to 
change more and more every day, and each year we are thrilled to see the Ball attendees grow and 
change with it. Our pre-ball dinners vary in every way imaginable: some are black-tie affairs in  
glorious century-old townhouses, others are casual affairs where people prefer to order in pizza. 
Some are in DUMBO lofts, others are in Manhattan high-rises. But all culminate on the dance floor  
of the Heights Casino, where we boogie the night away and celebrate the joy of giving.

We would like to thank all of our pre-ball dinner hosts, as well as their families, for allowing us to  
defray the cost of the ball with their hospitality and generosity. We also wish especially to thank our 
co-chairs, Paula Dunbar and Lindsay McCann, whose passion and hard work contributed so much  
to this year’s success. Thank you as well to TD Bank and Brennan Real Estate for their generous  
underwriting support.

Enjoy the night, and thank you for making this holiday tradition so important to the children 
and families we serve.

Best wishes,
The BKS board and staff

THE 97TH YULETIDE BALL

BROOKLYN KINDERGARTEN SOCIETY



CONDOS. CO-OPS. TOWNHOUSES. RENTALS.
UPTOWN   212 570 2440
CHELSEA   212 243 4000
TRIBECA 212 941 8420 

Equal Housing Opportunity

STRIBLING.COM

is proud to support 

The Brooklyn Kindergarten Society 
and  The 2017 Yuletide Ball

A SAVILLS  
INTERNATIONAL  

ASSOCIATE

RIA BROWNE  |  BROOKLYN  |  386 ATLANTIC AVENUE  | 718 208 1900 



Happy Holidays from Blanc & Rouge
Good for 15% off any still wine through the Holiday 

Season
718-858-9463
brwine.com

YULETIDE_program2012_FINALVERSION_121312.indd   19 12/12/12   10:57 PM

Blanc&Rouge.indd   1 11/26/2013   2:19:36 PM

Blanc et Rouge raises a glass to the Brooklyn Kindergarten Society
81 Washington Street between York and Front  

As always, free delivery in Brooklyn Heights, Dumbo and Vinegar Hill

WOMEN’S CLOTHING & ACCESSORIES STORE
145 MONTAGUE STREET

718.625.7518          SHOPTANGONYC.COM



THANK YOU!
THE HEIGHTS CASINO 

On behalf of the Brooklyn Kindergarten Society staff, board 
and Yuletide Committee and Dinner Party Hosts, we  

THANK YOU  
for all your help in making the  

97th Yuletide Ball  
run smoothly and successfully.

We couldn’t do it without you! 





BROOKLYN KINDERGARTEN SOCIETY

THANK YOU

The Brooklyn Kindergarten Society Board wishes to thank the 
Yuletide Ball Committee and Dinner Party Hosts  

for making the 97th Yuletide Ball a great success!

SPECIAL THANKS

Paula Dunbar and Lindsay McCann, 2017 Yuletide Co-Chairs
Jeanne Silkworth for her decorating genius

And to the following businesses who supported BKS  
through pre-Ball shopping events and discounts:

Waterfront Wines, Dish Food & Events and Blanc & Rouge Wine and Spirits

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S

 Maud Andrew
Vincent Baker

Christine Benson
Matthew Cosentino

Mary Crowley
Cynthia Y. Cummings

Davida David

Michelle DeFossett
William Fulbrecht
Dionne Grayman

Melinda Karp
Hope Lesane

Drew McGhee

Marjorie Nassirou
Jeanne Silkworth

Mary Stanton
Laura Trevelyan

Amerika Williamson
William Yates

Harry Shulman
PRESIDENT

Judy Keefer
TREASURER

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
James Matison

HONORARY BOARD
Genevieve Christy            Jane Hamburger            Gloria Lanza-Bajo            

Michele Newman            Janet Offensend            Dino Veronese 

Rebecca Yaggy
SECRETARY



From the moment children first step into a classroom, they begin to have those crucial “aha!” moments—they make 
connections, gain emotional awareness, and form their own personal interests and goals. We believe that in order 
for students to most effectively develop, learn, and thrive, the classroom must be a place of stimulation, inquiry, 
and wonder.

At BASIS Independent Brooklyn, a PreK–12 private school in New York City, students are inspired daily to uncover 
their potential in a program rooted in the liberal arts and sciences. The hallmark of student success in the early years 
(PreK–Kindergarten) is the unique two-teacher model: each foundational course block is guided by the expertise of 
a two specialist teachers. Teachers in each classroom work together to build a school culture of social-emotional and 
academic support by encouraging students to be curious, creative, and proactive learners.

To learn more, join us at one of our upcoming events:

B1711_069

INFORMATION SESSION 
December 16 | 10 AM

OPEN HOUSE
January 20 | 9 AM or 12:30 PM

Curious Students. 
Expert Teachers. 
Endless Potential. 

PreK–12 Private School 

REGISTER TODAY:  basisindependent.com/bks
556 Columbia Street  |  Brooklyn, NY 11231



SPECIALIZING IN 
MODERN AND 
CONTEMPORARY ART
HAYDEN DUNBAR IS PROUD TO 

SUPPORT BROOKLYN KINDERGARTEN SOCIETY 

AND THE 2017 YULETIDE BALL

526 W 26TH ST,  NY,  NY 10001
t  212-620-7650
m  917-593-4729

H AY D E N @HAYDEND≥NBAR.COM

H AY D E N  D ≥ N B A R






