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SINCE 1891, Brooklyn Kindergarten Society (BKS) has dedicated itself to providing high-quality 
early childhood education to low-income children. The lives of tens of thousands of children in  
neighborhoods throughout Brooklyn have been changed for the better because of the vision of the 
initial founders and the tireless support and dedication of countless volunteers and staff.  

The BKS program has a profound and tangible effect on the at-risk children it serves. While  
two-thirds of children entering BKS centers exhibit signs of developmental and language delays,  
more than 90% complete the BKS program on par with or better than their peers across all  
socioeconomic groups.

Our program is strategically designed to provide academic and social enrichment that is rooted 
in best practices and are the hallmarks of high-quality preschools nationally. Professional teachers, 
developmentally appropriate curricula, and strong parental involvement are all essential components 
in making a true difference. In fact, longitudinal studies show that early childhood programs that 
combine superior education and strong family support make a positive difference in the lives of  
participants 20 and 30 years later.

While BKS receives government funding, these dollars are insufficient to provide the high-quality 
educational program that produces long lasting effects. BKS must raise almost $2 million every year 
to provide the enriched quality program and strong family support that our children and families 
need. Proceeds from the Yuletide Ball allow BKS to ensure that the children in the poorest  
neighborhoods of New York City – Bedford Stuyvesant, Brownsville, and North Crown Heights –  
are ready to succeed in school and beyond.

We hope that we can count on your continuing support to ensure that ever more children are given 
the head start they need to succeed in life. Thank you for giving.
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THE 96TH YULETIDE BALL

The holiday season is steeped in longstanding 

traditions; singing carols, sitting around a crack-

ling fireplace, and crafting gingerbread houses. 

In Brooklyn, we have spent more than 95 years 

creating our own exciting holiday tradition: the 

glamorous annual Yuletide Ball.

As children, we dreamed of this holiday season 

for its gifts, time off from school, and sugarplums. 

Now, as adults who work at the Brooklyn Kinder-

garten Society, we anticipate the holiday season in 

the same way, but in particular the one day a year 

when nearly 1,000 generous individual donors 

join us in working toward ending the cycle of 

poverty in Brooklyn --- a holiday tradition that is 

near and dear, indeed. BKS teachers, bookkeepers, 

cooks, administrators, and social workers work 

52 weeks a year to provide high-quality care and 

service to hundreds of children and their parents 

in the most needy neighborhoods in Brooklyn, 

but The Yuletide Ball is the one day a year when 

the rest of the city stands with us, supporting our 

vision for a better Brooklyn.

 Since the first-ever Yuletide Ball, in 1920, our 

event has been a symbol of the spirit of Christmas, 

combining good cheer and doing good making it 

one of the year’s most highly-anticipated social 

events.

Over the course of these 96 years, the Ball  

has evolved as our beloved borough has.  

Brooklyn seems to be changing more and more 

every day, and each year we are thrilled to see 

the Ball attendees grow and change with it. Our 

pre-ball dinners vary in every way imaginable: 

some are black-tie affairs in glorious century-old 

townhouses, others are casual affairs where people 

prefer to order in pizza. Some are in DUMBO 

lofts, others are in Manhattan high-rises. But all 

culminate on the dance floor of the Heights  

Casino, where we boogie the night away and  

celebrate the joy of giving with merriment and  

a sense of philanthropy and community.

We would like to thank all of our pre-ball  

dinner hosts, as well as their families, for allowing 

us to defray the cost of the ball with their  

hospitality and generosity. We also wish especially 

to thank to our co-chairs, Tara Sparks and Paula 

Dunbar, whose passion and hard work contrib-

uted so much to this event’s success. Thank you 

as well to TD Bank and Brennan Real Estate for 

their generous underwriting support.

Enjoy the night, and thank you for making this 

holiday tradition so important to the children and 

families we serve.

THE 96TH YULETIDE BALL



To The 

 Brooklyn Kindergarten

Society 

Michele Mirman, Esq.

In Honor of Your Exceptional

Contribution to Our Community
_________________________________________________________

     MIRMAN,              
     MARKOVITS          
&  LANDAU, P.C.                                212.227.4000
      Attorneys at Law       

Representing  the Victims of  Medical  Malpractice, 
 Wrongful Death, Motor Vehicle, Trip & Fall

Accidents and Nursing Home Neglect

www.MirmanLawyers.com 

291 Broadway,  New York,  New York 10007

To the 
Brooklyn Kindergarten Society

In Honor of Your Exceptional 
Contribution to our Community



cwb architects -- fullcwb architects -- full

www.cwbarchitects.com www.fearinswelch.com

I N T E R I O R  D E S I G N

F E AR I N S W E LC H

OVER 20 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE 
DESIGNING EXQUISITELY DETAILED & 
PROPERLY CONSTRUCTED TOWN HOUSES

• new construction • renovation • historic preservation •
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OUR DEEPEST APPRECIATION  
AND THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING YULETIDE  

COMMITTEE MEMBERS AND FRIENDS OF YULETIDE  
FOR HOSTING A DINNER BEFORE THE BALL.



 

 

wishes to congratulate 

Brooklyn Kindergarten Society 

Thank you for your tireless efforts, unwavering commitment and 
tremendous devotion towards making an important difference in the 

lives of so many children in Brooklyn.

 
 

We proudly represent 
victims injured by Defective Drugs and Medical Devices, 
individuals and businesses harmed or wronged by others, 

and victims of Medical Malpractice & Negligence. 
 

 
   

 

212.566.7500 
www.DouglasAndLondon.com 

 

59 Maiden Lane, 6th Floor 
New York, NY 10038 





Dr. Cormac MacDermott  
and Brownstone Pediatric Dentistry  

are proud to support  
The Brooklyn Kindergarten Society  

and the 2016 Yuletide Ball



THANK YOU

GOLD SPONSOR

Hayden Dunbar Fine Art
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THE HEIGHTS CASINO
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JOURNAL ADS

Flos Gardens
MomTrends

Ryan and Ryan at Compass
Brooklyn Bridge Pediatrics

dig
EyeDrop Optique

St. John’s Bread & Life
Park Slope Copy

Xtend Barre
Brooklyn Women’s Exchange

Streamline Pilates

EVENT PHOTOGRAPHY UNDERWRITER: James and Amelia Wilson
FROZEN CUSTARD & HOT COCOA: Shake Shack

FLORIST: dig
PREFERRED RATE CHAMPAGNE: Heights Chateau

DINNER PARTY MUSIC: The Figgy Puddings

LEAD UNDERWRITING SPONSORS



magical journey

 

BELIEVES IN SUPPORTING
ALL PARENTS IN THE

OF RAISING CHILDREN
Tonight we join the Brooklyn Heights community in 
celebrating 123 years of the Brooklyn Kindergarten 
Society and the work it does in bringing educational 
opportunities to those in need.

WE'RE GLAD BKS IS ONE TREND
 THAT NEVER GOES OUT OF STYLE.

MOMTRENDS.COM
@momtrends

Tonight we join the Brooklyn Heights community in  
celebrating 125 years of the Brooklyn Kindergarten  
Society and the work it does in bringing educational  
opportunities to those in need.



A team for the ages. We are three 
generations of Brooklynites, 
perfectly positioned to fulfill your 
real estate needs at any stage of life 
and in any part of Brooklyn. From 
starter apartment, to dynamic 
dream home, to tranquil retreat, 
we’ve got you covered.

Ryan and Ryan 
347.276.5165
ryanandryan@compass.com



THANK YOU

Marissa Alperin and John Lowe  
Elyce and Andrew Arons  

Alice Beal and William Kuntz  
Melissa Roper Barnett  

Kristin and Peter Becker  
Jennie and Jake Blair  

Jessica and Donald Brennan  
Catharine Buckels and Andrew Strauss  

Heather and Peter Campbell  
Bertina Cecciarelli and Brendan Coburn  
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Erin Dockery and Cormac MacDermott  

Ginny and Mac Dorris  
Paula and Hayden Dunbar  
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Alexa and Brendan Eccles  
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Blake and Andrew Foote  

Nicole Gagnon and Marco Caffuzzi  
M. Salome Galib and Duane McLaughlin  

Karoly and Henry Gutman  
Keri and David Hammer  

Abby Hamlin and Robert Kandel  
Sarah and Ken Handy  

Mary Haskins and Harry Shulman  
Megan and Jeremy Healey  

Leslie Henshaw and F. Rene Mendez  

Brenda and Jonathan Insull  
Natalie and Peter Jaros  

Julia Kahr and Brian Colton  
Judy Keefer  

Pam Kiernan  
Jennifer and Eric Komitee  

Gloria Lanza-Bajo and Theodore Bajo  
Nikki and Andre Kelleners  

Helena Lee and Richard Klapper  
Kate and Henry Mannix  

Susan and David Marcinek  
Marion and James Matison  

Michele Mirman  
Janet and David Offensend  

Jessica Sailer and Mark Van Lith  
Jillian Slayer and Jeffrey Lin  
Chrissy and Andrew Springer  

Mary Stanton
Kerry and Jeffrey Strong  
Karen and David Tayeh  

Katherine and Eric Todrys  
Colleen and Graves Tompkins  

Amerika and Bradd Williamson  
Amelia and James Wilson  
Maureen and Tom Wipf  

Richard Yancey 

THANK YOU TO ALL  
OUR ANGEL AND BENEFACTOR SUPPORTERS  

AS OF DECEMBER 5, 2016



LANDSCAPING

INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE

 WINDOW BOXES 

SPECIAL EVENTS

FLOSGARDENS.COM 

FLOSGARDENS IS HAPPY TO SUPPORT 
THE BROOKLYN KINDERGARTEN SOCIETY



With best wishes for the Brooklyn Kindergarten Society

Dr. Edna Pytlak       Dr. Brianne O’Connor       Dr. Erin Dalton

35 Monroe Place      Brooklyn, NY 11201
718.834.1007       brooklynbridgepediatrics.com

 Learn more about St. John’s Bread & Life 
at www.BreadandLife.org, or email us at 

info@breadandlife.org.

Thank you, Brooklyn Kindergarten Society,  
for helping the children of Brooklyn!
 
The Brooklyn Outreach Project is helping to raise funds and  
collect children’s books for St. John’s Bread & Life in Bed-Stuy,  
a non-profit that serves nutritious meals and provides social  
services to individuals and families in Brooklyn and Queens. 





THANK YOU

THANK YOU

GLORIA LANZA-BAJO AND TED BAJO

For hosting pre-Ball  

dinner parties for 20 years

Your commitment, generosity  

and support has been so crucial  

to the success of BKS

Thank You  

Families Helping Families Fund donors:

Helena Lee and Richard Klapper
The Williamson Family

Robert Kandel and Abby Hamlin
Michele Mirman

Kerry and Jeffrey Strong
Nikki and Andre Kelleners

Pamela and Joseph McCarthy

{As of December 1, 2016} 

THE HEIGHTS CASINO

Cristian, Tiberius and Staff

On behalf of the  

Brooklyn Kindergarten Society staff,  

board and Yuletide Committee  

for making the Yuletide Ball run  

SMOOTHLY AND SUCCESSFULLY.  

WE COULDN’T DO IT WITHOUT YOU! 

Big thanks to  

Girl Scout Troop #2643 

for raising money to buy enough  

turkeys for all BKS families  

before Thanksgiving



 Streamline Pilates Studio thanks 
the Brooklyn Kindergarten Society 

for it's support of the 
children of Brooklyn

Feel good about yourself 
and your body at Streamline.

196 State Street @ Court Street 

( just above American Apparel)

Congrats to another 
great year for BKS

Events – Landscaping
Indoor and Outdoor

Plant Installations & Floral Arrangements
781.554.0207

Proud supporters of the 
Brooklyn Kindergarten Society 

and the 2016 Yuletide Ball



THANK YOU

THE BROOKLYN KINDERGARTEN SOCIETY BOARD WISHES  
TO THANK THE ENTIRE YULETIDE BALL COMMITTEE  

AND FRIENDS OF YULETIDE FOR MAKING THE  
96TH YULETIDE BALL A SMASHING SUCCESS!

SPECIAL THANKS:
Tara Sparks and Paula Dunbar, 2016 Yuletide Co-Chairs

Jeanne Silkworth & Her Décor Team

And to the following businesses who supported BKS  
through pre-Ball shopping events and discounts:

Waterfront Wines and Umi Kitchens

Photos: Susye Greenwood



hayden dunbar-- Full

SPECIALIZING IN 
MODERN AND 
CONTEMPORARY ART.
HAYDEN DUNBAR IS PROUD TO 

SUPPORT BROOKLYN KINDERGARTEN SOCIETY 

AND THE 2016 YULETIDE BALL

 526 W 26TH ST,  NY,  NY 10001
t  212-620-7650
m  917-593-4729

H AY D E N @HAYDEND≥NBAR.COM

H AY D E N  D ≥ N B A R




